By Dean Miller… 2006

PAINT & SUPPLY LIST
  
Primer – Rust-Oleum Automobile Primer (dark grey 2089)
  
Main Color—Rust-Oleum Premium Metallic Metal Finish (Dark Bronze Metallic 7272)
  
Model Master Paint (acrylic) ½-oz. jars
     Flat Black
     Aluminum (4377)
     British Racing Green (2716)
  
Tamiya—Flat Red XF-7 (optional)
  
Clear Coat—Krylon Indoor/Outdoor Polyurethane Satin (7006)
  
.05 Mechanical Pencil—2B soft lead
  
Blushes
     Copper
     Silver
     Dark Green

PAINTING INSTRUCTIONS


HINT: Serenity has a lot of tight spaces very hard to get spray of paint into. Letting the spray paint heat up by setting it in very warm water causes a much finer mist which allows it to more easily get into those tight spaces.
 
BLUSHES: Can be applied with a stiff brush or a tightly folded soft paper towel. Use caution though, they smear easily.
 
  
PRIMER COATS

1. Paint all assemblies Dark Grey (Primer)
2. Paint all assemblies Bronze (Main Color)
  

MAIN BODY
2.  (Parts 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 10, 9)

  
Solid Aluminum
1. Paint the top edges of Serenity’s neck
2. Paint 10-12 of the plates/panels on the top hump
3. Paint an aluminum square for the logo, if desired


  
Dry Brush Aluminum
Dry brush along the leading-edge plate/panel on the wings and cargo door.
  

Copper Blush
Apply to:
1. The center raised panel that runs along the top of the neck
2. All but 5 or 6 of the now-aluminum plates on the top hump
3. A few of the still-bronze plates on the top hump
4. The inset panels on the cargo bay (sides, front, bottom)
5. The back-end part (#3) but not the insets
6. Miscellaneous panels all around the main body (sides, bottom etc.)
  
Clear Coat
Apply a coat of  polyurethane satin to the blushed areas to protect the work at this stage.
  
British Green
Apply to:
1. Six (6) or so plates/panels that are still the original bronze color
2. Five (5) of the raised panels on the top side of the neck
3. Two (2) raised panels just above the cockpit canopy
4. Three (3) or so raised panels on the bottom side of the neck
  
Mix Aluminum and Flat Black
 (2 parts flat black to 1 part aluminum)
Paint:
1. “Beatboard”-like wall that stretches from shuttle bay to shuttle bay around the top hump.
2. The six raised vent-like panels just behind the cockpit and top side of neck
3. The ring on part #3 that is supposed to spin.
  
Copper Blush
Apply to everything you just painted British Green.
  
Dark Green Blush
Apply to approximately three (3) of the still-aluminum plates/panels on the top hump.
  
Clear Coat
Apply a coat of  polyurethane satin to the blushed areas to protect the work at this stage.  


ENGINE
(Parts 13, 14, 15, 16, 26, 17, 18, 19, 20, 25)
  
Solid Aluminum
Paint the intake cowl inside and out.
  
Copper Blush
Apply to the five (5) staggered raised panels that wrap around the center engine housing. Let the blush feather off toward the edge to give a worn appearance. 
Flat Black
1. Dry brush the thrust vanes (back end engine)
2. Dry brush the intakes (front of engines)
  

YOKE 
(Parts 6, 21, 22, 23)
  
Flat Red (optional)
On some pictures of Serenity there is a series of reddish lines that run from side-to-side on the loop end of the yoke. They look like Hs and Ls. Use Flat Red to paint in these lines, if desired.
  
Copper Blush
Apply to the center raised panel that runs the length of the yoke.
  
Clear Coat
Apply a coat of  polyurethane satin to the blushed areas to protect the work at this stage.  


MAIN ENGINE/BEEHIVE (Parts 4, 6, 7, 8, 24)
  
Silver Blush
Apply to the crisscross mesh-like detail and the pipework.
  
Copper Blush
Apply to the four (4) long panels that run the length of the beehive.
  
Flat Black
Paint the deepest insets (all the parts you see glow yellow in the series/movie)
  
Clear Coat
Apply a coat of  polyurethane satin to the blushed areas to protect the work at this stage.
  


SHUTTLES
 (non-numbered parts)
  
Aluminum
Paint:
1. The folded wings and stabilizer
2. The hatch/door
3. Triangular insets
  
Copper Blush
Apply to the top-most raised panel.
Flat Black
Paint:
1. The canopy/windshield
2. The two (2) windows on either side.
  
Clear Coat
Apply a coat of  polyurethane satin to the blushed areas to protect the work at this stage.  



OVERALL
  
Assemble the four (4) subassemblies. The yoke may not fit over the main engine/beehive if you have put the pipework on. You may have to let the yoke “hang” on part #3 of the main body, then glue on the main engine/beehive. After that, glue yoke in place.
  
Black Wash (1 part water to 2 parts Flat Black paint)
1. Mix Flat Black and water to make a wash.
2. Apply the wash to the whole model, one section at a time. Be sure to get into all crevices.
3. Wipe each section clean. ( I used a soft folded up paper towel to do this.)
  
Clear Coat
Apply a coat of  polyurethane satin.
  
No. 2 Pencil
Pencil in:
1. Main cockpit windshield.
2. The diamond insets in the mesh/screen on the front-end of beehive.
3. Top U-shaped inset of parts 7 and 8
4. All the neck insets that have “greebilies”
  
Clear Coat
Apply at least three (3) coats of  polyurethane satin to the entire model . These are the last clear coats to be applied.
  
Flat Black
Use to fill in all the little holes that appear all over the ship. Also, dry brush wherever you feel Serenity need some “dirtyin’ up”.
  
SOLAR ARRAYS
1. Paint the cutout shapes (using the decals as templates). 
2. Glue small plastic tubing to the backsides (about an 8th or so). 
3. Using the tubing to hold onto, paint the back sides and tubes Flat Black. 
4. Apply self-adhesive foil to the front of each array. Burnish these very well, otherwise they may start to lift. 
5. Apply the decals per instructions. 
6. Once cured, paint the front borders of the arrays Flat Black. 
7. Cut the tubing to the length of the distance you would like to have the arrays stand off of the ship and glue them in place.

