By Kory Keller     Jan.2007

First off I would like to thank Ian for crafting this kit and making it available for us across the pond through the Starship Modeler store, and for inviting me to share some pics and a short write up of the kit.  Secondly, I’d like to thank the folks at SSM for making it available.  

Now for the fun!  I originally started this kit back in April ’06, picked it back up in June and finally finished it in early January ’07.  Not that it was a tough kit, I just kept putting it off for other projects.  

I’ll make this relatively brief, but will have a longer write up in the SSM gallery in the coming months. 

Back on topic, the assembly was very straight forward, after priming with Model Masters primer, I started by assembling the wings, engines, tail section and attaching the cargo hold.   After puttying the seams on the sub-assemblies, I put most of it together for a base coat.  The engines and skids stayed off until I had laid the base coat on the parts.   One note on the shuttles, when I test fitted them, the starboard one didn’t quite fit (there was a small lumpage of resin in the back of the shuttle bay), and since I had already painted, I didn’t want to worry about cleaning the bay, so I just cut a small strip of sheet styrene and had the shuttle out in launch position.  Not only did it add some life to the ship, it allowed me to display the shuttle in full as well. 
I used an unusual color in Model Masters Jet Exhaust.  It was basically a dirty gold or dark brass look.  After the paint dried and the final assembly done, I set to the task of giving it a personality.  I decided to try something different.  I chose to do a rust wash, so I thinned down some Model Masters Rust, applied it to sections, and then wiped it off with a paper towel.  Some of the base coat rubbed thin, allowing the dark gray of the primer to show, but it looked awesome.  
After the wash sufficiently dried, I used MM Brass and Gunmetal with a q-tip to apply some color to random spots along the hull.  I used the q-tip to allow it to be rubbed off a little to match the weathering.  I then used MM Aluminum to randomly apply some more wear marks.  Finally I finished with some Tamyia’s Soot colored weathering pastel (at least I think that’s what it’s called) to give it some burn marks around the engines and along the bottom of the hull.  
Well, that’s about it.  The Firefly ship is a great little kit.  The assembly is straight forward and the instructions are very thorough.  The great thing about this ship is its lack of uniformity.  It allows each builder to create their own ship with its own story.  I have dubbed mine the Firefly class transport Moo, mainly on a whim, but just because it’s a fun kit and it was a fun name.  I was only able to work on the kit during the weekend nights, but I would say this could be a week project for anyone who was able to spend the time each day on it.  
